
Meeting Minutes - Draft

Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Town Clerk (860)441-6640

Town Manager 

(860)441-6630

Town Council

Mayor Harry A. Watson, Councilors Peter J. Bartinik, Jr., Natalie Burfoot Billing, Heather Sherman Bond, 

Catherine Kolnaski, Frank O'Beirne, Jr., Paulann H. Sheets, Thomas J. Skrmetti, and Elissa T. Wright.

Tuesday, January 18, 2005 7:30 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 1

REGULAR MEETING

ROLL CALLI.

Mayor Harry Watson called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.

Members Present: Mayor Watson, Councilor Bartinik, Jr., Councilor Billing, Councilor Bond, Councilor 

Kolnaski, Councilor Sheets, Councilor Skrmetti and Councilor Wright

Members Absent: Councilor O'Beirne, Jr.

Also present were Town Manager Mark Oefinger, Assistant to the Town Manager Lee Vincent, 

Town Clerk Barbara Tarbox, and Office Assistant Maegan Paquette.

SALUTE TO THE FLAGII.

The Salute to the Flag was led by Co-Chairperson of the Mentoring Committee for the Groton 

Public Schools Cathy Scully.

RECOGNITION, AWARDS & MEMORIALSIII.

2005-0013 Proclamation Honoring Police Chief David N. Vanasse

Read

The proclamation was read by Councilor Billing.

2005-0014 Proclamation Recognizing Mentoring Month

Read

Mayor Watson read and presented the proclamation to Co-Chairperson of the Groton Public 

Schools Mentoring Committee Cathy Scully. 

Ms. Scully accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Board of Education. She noted a breakfast 

is being held to honor those who are involved in the mentoring program.

CITIZENS' PETITIONS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNSIV.

John Valentine, 762 Groton Long Point Road, spoke about the consultant's report on the 

Shennecossett Golf Course study. He feels that recreation facilities in the Town are a great 

investment, as well as a necessary part of good government.  However, he feels the golf course is a 

financial burden to the Town.  He noted that the golf course has many labor costs and little 

revenue for the Town.  He suggested operating the golf course as a private entity with a goal of 

making a twenty to thirty percent profit.  He does not like to see the Town continuing to invest 

money into the golf course without receiving any profit. 

Chris Lane, 70 Pearl Street, Noank, spoke about the poor conditions at the Mystic Education 

Center also known as the Oral School.  He attends a yoga class in the building that is owned by 

the State.  The building is in desperate need of repair and maintenance. The paint is peeling and 

the roof is leaking in addition to many other poor building conditions. He would like the Council 

to contact the State and request improvements and/or updates to the building.

RESPONSES TO CITIZENS' PETITIONS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNSV.

Councilor Skrmetti suggested that the Council draft a letter to send to the State regarding the 
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Mystic Education Center. He suggested letting the State know the Town is interested in acquiring 

the property and see if the State has any plans to renovate it in the near future. 

Town Manager Mark Oefinger noted that the Town is well aware of the poor conditions at the 

Mystic Educational Center.  The State is essentially the landlord and little progress has been made 

in past attempts to work with them on improving the buildings. This is an opportunity area 

identified in the economic development report that is underutilized. There has been little work 

done by the State in the past twenty years to maintain the building. 

Councilor Billing supports sending a letter to the State. She would like to know if the State has any 

future plans for the building and property.

2005-0019 Status of Mystic Educational Center

STATUS OF MYSTIC EDUCATIONAL CENTER

Mayor Watson made a referral to the Committee of the Whole to discuss the Mystic Educational 

Building. He said there are two issues that may need discussing with the State Department of 

Public Works. The first issue is, can the property and building be renovated, and second, how 

would the Town go about acquiring the facility from the State.

In response to Mr. Valentine, Town Manager Oefinger noted that the Golf Course consultant will 

be giving a public presentation on Thursday, January 20, 2005 at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center. Any 

questions or concerns about the golf course and the consultant's report will be addressed at that 

time. Mr. Oefinger noted that there are many municipal golf courses run by private entities that 

are open to the public.

CONSENT CALENDARVI.

a.  Approval of Minutes

2005-0015 Approval of Minutes (Town Council)

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Town Council of January 4, 2005 are hereby accepted and 

approved.

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

b.  Deletions from the Town Council Referral List

2001-0197 Wastewater Plant Expansion Status

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2003-0228 Navy Housing Privatization

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0009 Labor Negotiations (2004 Standing Referral)

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0010 Pending Litigation (2004 Standing Referral)

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0011 Legislative Policy (2004 Standing Referral)

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0012 Town Participation in CCM Lawsuits and Interventions (2004 Standing Referral)

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0155 Budget Review Process

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0197 FYE 2005 Budget Recap with RTM
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This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0198 Joint Meeting with City Council

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0205 Route 1 (New London Road) Sidewalk Issue

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0235 City Secession Initiative

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0307 Authorization for Town Manager to Act on Grant Applications

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0342 Safety Issues at Fitch High School

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0343 Conflict of Interest

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0315 Marine Sewage Disposal Pumpout Boat Grant

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0348 IAAO/ESRI/Trimble Grant

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2005-0010 2005 Expanded DUI Enforcement Program Grant

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0345 Grant for West Side Middle School Gym Floor Replacement

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2004-0347 FYE 2004 CAFR

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2005-0016 Public Presentation on Connecticut Metropatterns

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2005-0017 West Side Gym Floor Replacement Referral to Board of Education

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

c.  Special Trust Fund Contributions

2005-0009 Special Trust Fund Contributions

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONTRIBUTIONS TO SPECIAL TRUST FUNDS

RESOLVED, that the Town Council hereby accepts contributions to the Town as follows:

Town Attorney's Office - $1,000.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Vicki and Tom Gallant - $75.00 - Dog Pound

Various Donations - $616.81 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Groton Utilities - $288.87 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

Chelsea Groton Savings Bank - $250.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Michael Bristol - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Rita Driscoll - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Mary Kiely - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Elaine Kipp - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Nancy McKay - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary
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Pioneer Hose Co. #1 - $200.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Donald and Jean Simpson $30.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Voodoo Grill - $250.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Janet Downs - $200.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Nancy LaCapra - $50.00 -  Social Services Discretionary

Walter Turkowski - $25.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Mystic River Homes - $150.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Anonymous - $100.00 - Social Services Discretionary

First Church of Christ Congregational - $100.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Mildred Jensen - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Nancy Giommi - $50.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Connecticut Elks Association - $1,275.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Robert Schneider - $25.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Mystic Medical Group - $125.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Groton Public Schools - $152.00 - Social Services Discretionary

Wilbur Langdon - $200.00 - DARE Account

Various Donations - $90.00 - Groton Utilities Energy Assistance Program

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Passed The Consent Calendar

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Mayor Watson, to adopt the Consent 

Calendar, including all the preceding items marked as having been adopted on the Consent Calendar.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Votes: In Favor: 7 - Mayor Watson, Councilor Bartinik, Jr., Councilor Billing, Councilor Bond, Councilor Kolnaski, 

Councilor Skrmetti and Councilor Wright

Abstain: 1 - Councilor Sheets

COMMUNICATION REPORTS (Other than Committee Reports)VII.

a.  Town Councilors

Councilor Kolnaski announced that there is a RTM/Town Council/Board of Education Liaison 

meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 19, 2005 at the Town Hall Annex.

She attend the retirement ceremony for Police Chief David Vanasse, a Finance Committee 

meeting of Ledge Light Health District, a regular Ledge Light Health District meeting, and the 

opening and dedication of Pequot Health Center's Same Day Surgery Center.

She received two phones calls from residents opposed to the proposed Underage Drinking 

ordinance. 

Councilor Wright received an email from resident Ed Johnson of Noank. He reported that there 

have been cars vandalized in his neighborhood.

She also received calls from residents opposed to the proposed Underage Drinking Ordinance. 

Councilor Wright attended the retirement party for Police Chief Vanasse on January 7, 2005. 

She has gathered more information concerning a town Code of Ethics.

2005-0020 Town Property, Route 117 - Conservation Easement

TOWN PROPERTY, ROUTE 117 - CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Councilor Wright requested a referral to the Committee of the Whole to discuss the proposal of an 

easement on Route 117 near the Jabez Smith House per the Conservation Commission's 

recommendations.

2005-0021 Contributing Real Estate Conveyance Tax Revenue to Open Space Fund

CONTRIBUTING REAL ESTATE CONVEYANCE TAX REVENUE TO OPEN SPACE FUND

Councilor Wright requested a referral to the Finance Committee to discuss the possibility of 

putting any surplus revenues collected from real estate conveyance taxes into the Open Space 
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Fund.

Councilors Bartinik and Skrmetti received the same communications as the other Councilors.

Councilor Skrmetti also received communications from Mr. Lane regarding the poor condition of 

the Mystic Education Building.

Councilor Bond received the same communications. She gave a brief update on the Shellfish Task 

Force's progress and noted that the next meeting will be held on Monday, January 24, 2005 at 3 

p.m.

Councilor Billing received the same communications as the other Councilors. She noted that the 

Council needs to work hard to reassure the public regarding its concerns about the proposed 

Underage Drinking Ordinance.

Councilor Sheets received the email regarding vandalism in Noank. She received an inquiry about 

the proposal to reduce property taxes to fifteen mills in Connecticut towns. The State would have 

to supplement the difference to the towns.

Mayor Watson reported that Public Works received approximately 585 tons of leaves this fall that 

will be turned into free compost that residents can pick up in April. 

Mayor Watson received a letter from the Long Island Sound Council asking for a representative 

from the Town to attend the meetings. He received a letter from the Laborers Local Union 547 

requesting time to give a presentation on their workforce available to build the new schools.

Mayor Watson attended Police Chief Vanasse's retirement party, the ribbon cutting ceremony at 

Pequot Medical Center opening their new Same Day Surgery Center, a Nautilus Submarine 

anniversary ceremony, a COG meeting in Norwich, and a Legislative breakfast. 

He received a CCM Bulletin with guidelines for the retention of emails and voice mails. He 

received letters asking if the Council would like to participate in the Mystic Irish Parade on 

March 20, 2005 and the Fourth of July Parade.

Mayor Watson sent a letter to City Mayor Dennis Popp regarding a lack of communications 

coming from the City regarding planning services. Copies of the letter were distributed to the 

Town Council. 

Mayor Watson mentioned that Groton Utilities is enclosing an extra envelope in its current bills so 

that residents can make a donation to the Town's Energy Assistance Program.

b.  Representative Town Meeting

The RTM Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 12, 2005 was cancelled due to lack of 

business. The next RTM Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 9, 2005 at the Senior 

Center.

c.  Clerk of the Council

Clerk of the Council Tarbox, noting remarks by Councilor Wright,  that she is following the status 

of two "ethics" bills as a member of the Connecticut Town Clerks Association Legislative 

Committee. She will keep the Town Council updated on its status.

d.  Town Manager

Town Manager Oefinger noted that the Ambulance Consultant's report will be put on the Group I 

agenda for next week. After hearing the report the Town Council can make a decision as to how it 

would like to proceed.

Mr. Oefinger noted that the Golf Course consultant's presentation will be held on Thursday, 

January 20, 2005 at the Senior Center. 

Tercentennial Ball tickets are still for sale at the Parks and Recreation office for those wishing to 

attend.

Mr. Oefinger noted that the 2005 NLC Conference will meet March 11 to 15, 2005. Usually one to 

two members of the Town Council attend this conference.

e.  Town Attorney
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None.

COMMITTEE REPORTSVIII.

a.  Community & Cultural Development - Chairman Billing

No meeting. No report.

b.  Economic Development - Chairman Bond

Chairman Bond read the minutes of the committee meeting from January 11, 2005, which are on 

file in the Town Clerk's office.

c.  Education/Health & Social Services - Chairman Kolnaski

No meeting. No report.

d.  Environment & Recreation - Chairman Sheets

No meeting. No report.

e.  Finance - Chairman Wright

Chairman Wright read the minutes of the committee meeting held on January 11, 2005, which are 

on file in the Town Clerk's office.

f.   Personnel/Appointments/Rules - Chairman O'Beirne

No meeting. No report.

g.  Public Safety - Chairman Skrmetti

Councilor Skrmetti read the minutes of the committee meeting held on January 11, 2005, which 

are on file in the Town Clerk's office.

h.  Public Works - Chairman Bartinik

No meeting. No report.

i.   Committee of the Whole - Mayor Watson

Mayor Watson noted that the Committee of the Whole met on January 11, 2005. Discussion 

included two items that are on tonight's agenda: the West Side Middle School gym floor 

replacement and the FYE 2004 Combined Annual Financial Report (CAFR).

Mayor Watson noted that Town Council Meetings are now available for the public to view on the 

Town's web page.

UNFINISHED BUSINESSIX.

None.

NEW BUSINESSX.

2004-0315 Marine Sewage Disposal Pumpout Boat Grant

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN ANNUAL GRANT TO OPERATE A PUMPOUT BOAT

RESOLVED, that the resolution previously adopted on December 7, 2004 be amended by 

removing the RESOLVED statement and substituting the following:

RESOLVED, that it is in the best interests of the Town of Groton to enter into contracts with the 

Department of Environmental Protection.

In furtherance of this resolution, the Town Manager, Mark R. Oefinger, delegates and duly 

authorizes the Director of Public Works, Gary J. Schneider, to enter into and sign contracts on 

behalf of the Town of Groton.  The Director of Public Works is further authorized to provide such 

additional information and execute such other documents as may be required by the state or federal 

government in connection with said contracts and to execute any amendments, rescissions, and 

revisions thereto.
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The Deputy Town Clerk is authorized to impress the corporate seal of the Town of Groton on any 

such document, amendment, rescission or revision.

A motion was made by Councilor Wright, seconded by Mayor Watson, that this matter be Adopted.

Assistant to the Town Manager Lee Vincent spoke about the addition of the word "Deputy Town 

Clerk" in the last paragraph of the resolution. He noted that the State had required he word the 

resolution in this manner. 

Town Clerk Barbara Tarbox noted that in the nineteen years she has served as Town Clerk she 

has never seen a resolution worded like this one. She noted other resolutions use the wording 

"Town Clerk" so that the Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk or Assistant Town Clerks are authorized 

to impress the Town seal. Using the wording "Deputy" in front of Town Clerk limits the authorized 

signing of documents to Deputy Town Clerk Janet Downs only.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Votes: In Favor: 7 - Mayor Watson, Councilor Bartinik, Jr., Councilor Billing, Councilor Bond, Councilor Kolnaski, 

Councilor Sheets and Councilor Wright

Opposed: 1 - Councilor Skrmetti

2004-0348 IAAO/ESRI/Trimble Grant

RESOLUTION APPROVING A GRANT FOR THE GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM

WHEREAS, The Town's Finance Department and Information Technology Division need to 

update their appraisal mapping system and data base so as to better incorporate Geographic 

Information Systems into their daily work, and

WHEREAS, the Town's web site has been used extensively by the public in connection with 

computer aided appraisal and other purposes, and 

WHEREAS, grants for such purposes are available to members of the International Association of 

Assessing Officers (IAAO), supported by Trimble Navigation and the Environmental Systems 

Research Institute, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Manager may apply for a grant of $8,500 as may be available through 

the above-named organizations.

A motion was made by Councilor Bartinik, Jr., seconded by Councilor Skrmetti, that this matter be 

Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously.

2005-0010 2005 Expanded DUI Enforcement Program Grant

RESOLUTION APPROVING A GRANT FOR SEASONAL ENFORCEMENT OF DRIVING 

UNDER INFLUENCE (DUI) LAW

WHEREAS, State and Federal funds are used for enhancing seasonal highway safety programs, 

with emphasis on enforcement of driving under influence (DUI) laws, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Groton's public safety programs depend greatly on increasing police 

presence above normal patrols, and also including sobriety check points, and

WHEREAS, the approved budget for the Town of Groton Police includes a provision for 25% 

matching funds to qualify the Town of Groton for these valuable enhanced DUI patrols, now 

therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Manager may apply for a 75/25 matching grant for a total seasonal 

DUI program of $16,400.
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Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously.

2004-0345 Grant for West Side Middle School Gym Floor Replacement

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO FILE AN APPLICATION 

WITH THE STATE FOR A GRANT FOR GYM FLOOR REPLACEMENT AT WEST SIDE 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

RESOLVED, the Town Council authorizes the Board of Education to file an application with the 

State Department of Education for a grant to partially offset the cost of replacing the gymnasium 

floor and associated work at West Side Middle School.

A motion was made by Councilor Bond, seconded by Councilor Kolnaski, that this matter be Adopted.

Town Manager Mark Oefinger confirmed to Councilor Billing that this grant not only includes the 

replacement of the gym floor but also the replacement and/or repair of the HVAC system and 

several windows in the school.

The motion carried unanimously.

2005-0017 West Side Gym Floor Replacement Referral to Board of Education

RESOLUTION REFERRING PROJECT FOR GYM FLOOR REPLACEMENT AT WEST SIDE 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND AUTHORIZING SCHEMATIC 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

WHEREAS, the Groton Board of Education has determined that the gym floor at West Side 

Middle School must be replaced, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education is authorized to act as the building committee for this 

project, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education is hereby authorized to employ architectural 

services for preparation of schematic drawings and specifications for a project to undertake said 

gym floor replacement.

A motion was made by Councilor Billing, seconded by Councilor Kolnaski, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously.

A Motion was made by Councilor Sheets, seconded by Mayor Watson that the following Matter be Adopted.

2004-0347 FYE 2004 CAFR

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE FYE 2004 AUDIT REPORT

WHEREAS, the Town Council has considered the annual audit of the Town's finances, in the form 

of the "Combined Annual Financial Report" (CAFR), covering the year from July 1, 2003 to June 

30, 2004, and

WHEREAS, the Council has discussed the audit results with a manager of the audit team from the 

firm of McGladrey & Pullen, and

WHEREAS, members of the Council obtained assurances from the auditor concerning tests of the 

validity and reliability of our internal controls, and

WHEREAS, our discussion also included accounting standards requirements that must be 

implemented in the future, including financing of post-employment benefits for retirees, now 

therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Council accepts the FYE 2004 CAFR and Auditor's Report.
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Amended.

Town Manager Mark Oefinger explained that the resolution has been revised to remove the words 

"management letter" because it was unnecessary to mention  the letter.

Councilor Sheets questioned the third "whereas" noting that she would like an explanation by 

Finance Director Sal Pandolfo as to the meaning of the words "internal controls." 

Mayor Watson said it would be easier to amend the motion and to remove the third "whereas" so 

that the resolution can be voted on tonight.

The motion carried by the following vote:

Votes: In Favor: 7 - Mayor Watson, Councilor Bartinik, Jr., Councilor Bond, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor Sheets, 

Councilor Skrmetti and Councilor Wright

Opposed: 1 - Councilor Billing

2004-0347 FYE 2004 CAFR

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE FYE 2004 AUDIT REPORT

WHEREAS, the Town Council has considered the annual audit of the Town's finances, in the form 

of the "Combined Annual Financial Report" (CAFR), covering the year from July 1, 2003 to June 

30, 2004, and

WHEREAS, the Council has discussed the audit results with a manager of the audit team from the 

firm of McGladrey & Pullen, and

WHEREAS, our discussion also included accounting standards requirements that must be 

implemented in the future, including financing of post-employment benefits for retirees, now 

therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Council accepts the FYE 2004 CAFR and Auditor's Report.

A motion was made that this matter be Adopted as Amended.

The motion carried unanimously.

2005-0016 Public Presentation on Connecticut Metropatterns

RESOLUTION TO SPONSOR A PUBLIC PRESENTATION ON CONNECTICUT 

METROPATTERNS REPORT

WHEREAS, the Town Council has considered numerous issues that affect the tax burden of 

homeowners and other taxpayers, and

WHEREAS, it is desirable to obtain and share information concerning inequality and sprawl, 

population growth and inadequate tax bases, and a host of other factors that appear to stand in the 

way of balanced budgets and stable taxes, and

WHEREAS, desirable reforms can be expected to arise from an informed and enlightened 

electorate, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Council desires to sponsor a public presentation on the Connecticut 

Metropatterns Report and directs staff, in conjunction with the Town Council Finance Committee, 

to make arrangements for such a presentation to be held in the late winter or early spring of 2005.

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Bond, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously.

OTHER BUSINESSXI.

Councilor Bartinik noted that the Town is fortunate in its chosen form of local government as it 

allows for the application of grants that other towns are often not able to apply for.  He noted that 
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approximately fifty-four percent of the Town's budget is made up of property tax revenue, while 

the state average is sixty-eight percent.  Receiving funds in the form of grants allows the Town to 

offer many services for its residents that other towns do not.  Councilor Bartinik said he is very 

satisfied with the current form of local government that includes a Town Manager and a 

professional staff.

Assistant to the Town Manager Lee Vincent noted that the Town is ranked approximately sixth in 

the State for receiving grants.

2005-0022 School Bus Monitors

SCHOOL BUS MONITORS

Councilor Billing requested a referral to the Committee of the Whole to discuss the issue of school 

bus monitors. She noted that local State legislators are proposing to have an adult on every school 

bus as a monitor. Councilor Billing is concerned that the State will make it another unfunded 

mandate which could be a significant cost to the Town.

2005-0023 Eastern Regional Finance Group

EASTERN REGIONAL FINANCE GROUP

Councilor Billing requested a referral to the Committee of the Whole to discuss the Eastern 

Regional Finance Group's proposed finance reform. The Finance Group would like every town to 

reduce its property tax by fifteen percent each year until it reaches fifteen mills. They are also 

asking that towns adopt budgets with no more than a four percent increase each year. She noted 

that they are asking Towns to do this without knowing if the State will supplement the difference in 

lost revenues to each town.

ADJOURNMENTXII.

Motion to Adjourn at 9:29 p.m. was made by Mayor Watson, seconded by Councilor Billing and 

so voted unanimously.

Attest:

Barbara Tarbox, Town Clerk

Clerk of the Council

Maegan Paquette, Office Assistant
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